REPORT CARD

The Eighteenmile Creek Area of Concern Report Card
was created by the Eighteenmile Creek Remedial Advi-
sory Committee (RAC). The purpose of this Report
Card is to give a brief overview of the health, im-
provements and current conditions of Eighteenmile
Creek over the last 9 years. The Eighteenmile Creek
Watershed includes — The Gulf Tributary, East Branch
Eighteenmile Creek (Red Creek), and augmented flow
from the NYS Erie Barge Canal.

Scientific data and research that was referenced during
the development of this Report Card can be found at the
Area of Concern website:

www.eighteenmilerap.com

This Report Card offers six “indicators” related to the
creek’s overall health. They are: 1) Water Quality; 2)
Contamination; 3) Fish & Wildlife; 4) Public Access &
Recreation; 5) Environmental Education & Public In-
volvement; and 6) Remedial Action Plan. The first three
indicators are specifically addressed by the Remedial
Action Plan (RAP) for the creek, while the forth indicator
assess the overall plan. The remaining two indicators are
important restoration factors not directly addressed by
the RAP but are a component of a Comprehensive Wa-
tershed Management Plan currently in the planning
stages.

Each indicator has been broken down further into several
“categories.” Each category has been assigned a letter
grade based upon past successes, current health and
conditions, and trends over the past 9 years. The last
column identifies action steps or immediate concerns to
be addressed in order to meet restoration targets for the
Area of Concern. This Report Card will be updated on an
annual basis.
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STEPS NEEDED FOR PROBLEM RESOLUTION

Overall Water

Primary sources impacting water quality have
been identified as industrial facilities, munici-

Using NY'S DEC standards, the AOC is classified as a
Class B/C stream.

Existing contamination sources must be remediated.
Measures must be taken to prevent future contamination occurrences.

P o
‘S.
!‘ : i
¥ LS
e ot
F".’t_v.‘-‘r-;r‘:* ) i Sy 5
P
TRENDS GRADING
I Conditions Improving  |A Excellent
B Good
<= Conditions Unchanged C Eair
Conditions Worsening D Po_or
F Failure

NOILvYONa3

created to facilitate information sharing.

Environmental
Stewardship

The Town of Newfane hosts an annual
Environmental Fair which educates numerous
school children about conservation and water
protection.

There is a very limited amount ofgarticipat_ion from
the public with regards to RAP/AOC planning.

The Environmental Field Days educates Niagara
County students about Environmental Stewardship.

Establish a stewardship campaign that engages stakeholders and
residents alike with activities including AO
education days and outreach events.

Partner with various sportsmen clubs to assist in promoting
environmental stewardship.

Clean Sweep Days,

®
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WHAT IS THE EIGHTEENMILE CREEK AREA OF CONCERN (AOC) ? ElGHTEENM | LE CREEK AREA OF CONCERN

In 1994, local, state and federal officials identified a section of Eighteenmile Creek as one of 43 “Areas of Concern” (AOC) in the R EPO RT CARD

Great Lakes Basin. Eighteenmile Creek received this designation because of poor water quality and contaminated sediments present 2 OO 5
throughout the watershed. Eighteenmile Creek’s long history of use by major industries in the area, especially near the City of
Lockport and Town of Newfane, has played a large role in the present condition of the creek.

WHAT IS THE EIGHTEENMILE CREEK REMEDIAL ACTION PLAN (RAP) ?

A RAP is an integrated whole ecosystem approach to remediating impaired water bodies. The RAP first identifies use impairments,
their causes, and contaminant sources using existing studies and data. Next, existing cleanup and regulatory programs which apply to
the water body are identified. A coordinated cleanup strategy is then developed to eliminate the use impairments. The NYS Department
of Environmental Conservation produced the Stage 1/2 RAP in 1997 in an effort to restore the integrity of the creek’s ecosystem.

WHAT IS THE EIGHTEENMILE CREEK REMEDIAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE (RAC) ?

The Eighteenmile Creek RAC is comprised of a group of local, state and federal stakeholders, representing industries, organizations
and local communities with a vested interest in the health of Eighteenmile Creek. The RAC is responsible for implementing the RAP,
monitoring restoration efforts, and assessing ongoing needs and conditions. After a brief hiatus, the RAC re-convened in 2005 and is
currently making progress in moving the RAP forward.

AREA OF CONCERN

Hartiand EIGHTEENMILE CREEK Areas of Concern in the
Great Lakes Basin
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Contact:

This Report Card was produced by the Niagara County Soil & Water Conservation District under a grant awarded by the

Niagara County Soil & Water Conservation District
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

U.S.D.A. Service Center
4487 Lake Avenue
Lockport, NY 14094
Phone: (716) 434-4949
Fax: (716) 434-4985
Website: www.niagaraswcd.com

WWW.EIGHTEENMILERAP.COM
WWW.EPA.GOV
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