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D  E  U   H  T  P  
 

Many farmers and residents have rented District equipment for projects but District equipment is 
not just for residents to use, towns are also welcome to use the equipment for their projects.  This 
year the Towns of Hartland and Lewiston are using District equipment for town projects. 

The Town of Hartland and the Niagara County Federation of Conservation Clubs worked with Dis-
trict employees to plant a grassland and pollinator habitat behind the town park.  The no-till drill 

was used to plant warm season grasses and wildflowers on 
almost five acres. 

The Town of Lewiston Highway Department will be using 
the District’s hydro-seeder for a ditch seeding project along 
town roadways.   

If you are interested in using the no-till drill, inter-seeder, or 
hydro-seeder please call the district office or see page 2 for 
more information. 

 

F  F   L  D  A   

2024 D  AEM F  A   
This year’s Niagara County SWCD AEM Farm Award winners are Freatman Farms and Lakeshore 
Dairy.  Farms are nominated based on their efforts to implement planned Best Management Prac-
tices to protect and conserve the natural resources in the County.   

Freatman Farms recently completed an Ag-Chem Mixing Facility project with the District to en-
sure that chemicals are contained and do not leak into the soil and water when sprayers are being 
filled.  Freatman Farms also does 75 acres of cover crops yearly to 
improve soil health, uptake excessive nutrients, and reduce erosion. 

Lakeshore Dairy’s neighbors and fellow farmers have noticed the 
improvements that have been made and the change it has brought 
to the area.  District AEM projects at Lakeshore Dairy  include a 
new silage leachate channel, a new bunk with a vegetative treat-
ment area to treat runoff from bunk silos, the use of cover crops, 
and it doesn’t stop there.  There are plans to continue new projects 
at Lakeshore Dairy.    

Winners will be presented with AEM building plaques at the     
Niagara County Fair Farmer’s Breakfast.   

No farm is too big or too small to participate in the AEM program.  
Please contact the office to schedule a farm visit to see how we can 
assist you in an AEM plan.   
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Photos are from the recent planting of a 
grassland and pollinator habitat in Hartland. 
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2023 SWCD Annual Report of  

Accomplishments 
 

District Activities:: 

Tree Program - 40,159 seedlings/ 605 customers 

Ag Value Assessments - 76 totaling 3,895 acres    

Pond Stocking -   13,405 fingerlings to 27 ponds 

Grass Carp - 50 carp to 10 ponds 

Pond Site Evaluations – 16 

Wildlife Houses Sold - 92 

Regional Envirothon - 9 teams/ 2 counties 

Student Education - 2 events/ 38 students 

Newsletters - 11,274 mailed/emailed to addresses 

Media Articles - 8 

Resource Map Requests - 16 

Permit Assistance - 5 

Technical Assistance - 28 

Wildlife Habitat Improvements - 8 acres pollinator habitat 

Litter Clean-Up - 5 events/ 1,277lbs. 

No-Till Drill Plantings - 32 acres at 3 sites 

Inter-Seeder Acres Planted - 17 acres at 1 farms 

Stormwater Management Site Visits - 26 

Stormwater Management Plans Reviewed - 1 

Water Quality Monitoring & Samples - 10 

Invasive Species/Japanese knotweed - 429 treated sites/ 70 acres 

Invasive Species/ Multiflora rose - 60 acres 

Education Booths - 6 events/ 939 participants 

Arbor Day - 480 trees 

Christmas Tree Recycling - 53 trees 

4 Hour Soil & Erosion Training - 3 classes/ 94 participants 
 

Ag Best Management Practices: 

Drainage/Ditching - 12,145 lf tiles/ditches   

Ag-Chemical Handing & Storage System – 1 design/ 2 projects       
 installed 

Petroleum SPCC Plans - 2 

Bunk Silo Expansion  -1 

Erosion Assistance - 3 sites 

Short Term Manure Storage - 1 

Roof Water Mgmt System - 1 designed / 2 installed 

Waste Storage and Transfer System -  project installed 

Soil Health Projects - Cover Crop Plantings, 288 acres/ 6 farms 
 

AEM Plans Completed:   
Tier 1 - 50, Tier 2 - 46, Tier 3a - 34, Tier 4 - 7, Tier 5a - 6, Tier 5b - 3 

F  D  I  F  B ! 
On June 5th 800 students from six school districts around the County gathered at 
Royalton Ravine to participate in Environmental Field Days.  It was great to have 
everyone back enjoying and learning about the great outdoors! 

We couldn’t have done it without the many great instructors that gave up their day 
to come spend it with us.  Thank you! 

Plans are already underway to make next year even better.  If you’re interested in 
attending next year please contact our office for details. 

Field Crews Continue to Fight Invasive Species 

NCSWCD is still working to eradicate 
the very invasive Japanese Knotweed 
from the County. Japanese knotweed 
shades out native plants causing them to 
die away and create erosion problems.  
Once knotweed has been successfully 
treated other plants are able to grow.  If 
you have or think you have knotweed 
on your property and would like it treat-
ed please contact our office at           
716-434-4949 ext 4.   

GREEN P  

The Global Rivers Environmental Educa-
tion Network (GREEN) projects were 
completed in May 2024. Schools complet-
ed water quality monitoring in the fall of 
2023 and spent the school year developing 
watershed action projects before the 
school year ended.  

Lockport students expanded and improved 
a pollinator habitat in the Olcott Harbor. 
Work included removing undesirable 
species, planting winterberry and milk-
weed seedlings, and spreading pollinator 
seeds. 

Newfane students released classroom raised 
trout into Olcott Harbor and built/installed 
bluebird boxes throughout Fisherman’s 
Park. 

Niagara BOCES Conservation class com-
pleted tree and shrub plantings in addition 
to completing additional water quality test-
ing.  

Project supplies were sponsored by our 
local GMCH Lockport. 

Lockport student planting seedlings 

Newfane students hanging a blue bird box 

Top photo: Japanese knotweed new growth stems;      
Bottom left: Knotweed stems; Bottom right: Japanese knotweed flowers and leaves 




