The Eighteenmile Creek Area of Concern Report Card
was created by the Eighteenmile Creek Remedial Advi-
sory Committee (RAC).

The Eighteenmile Creek Watershed
includes — main branch of Eighteenmile Creek, Gulf
Creek Tributary, East Branch of Eighteenmile Creek
(Red Creek), and augmented flow from the NYS Erie
Barge Canal.

Scientific data and research that was referenced during
the development of this Report Card can be found at the
Area of Concern website:

This Report Card offers six “indicators” related to the
creek’s overall health. They are: 1) Water Quality; 2)
Contamination; 3) Fish & Wildlife; 4) Public Access &
Recreation; 5) Remedial Action Planning; and

6) Environmental Education & Public Involvement.

Each indicator has been further divided into several “sub-
categories” to assess how specific concerns are being
addressed. Each sub-category has been assigned a

based upon past successes, current health
and conditions, and trends over the past 10 years. The
last column identifies action steps or immediate concerns
to be addressed in order to meet restoration targets for
the Area of Concern. This Report Card will be updated
annually.

Wildlife

Funding has been acquired for a fish tumor
assessment to be completed in 2007.

Contaminants in the sediments of the AOC are
extremely bio-accumulative.

Upstream sources and contaminated sediments require remediation.

Public Access to

The funding for Phase Il of the Habitat Restora-
tion Project will increase angler access to the

Majority of AOC is secluded by steep banks not
accessible for recreation.

Fishermen’s Park can be enhanced with additional recreation access.
Additional Fishing access points should be identified and enhanced

CATEGORIES [GRADE SUCCESSES & IMPROVEMENTS CURRENT CONDITIONS TREND STEPS NEEDED FOR PROBLEM RESOLUTION
Primary sources impacting water quality have . . i e Existing contamination sources must be remediated.
Overall Water St Lt o e facilitc}es, munici- Using NY'S DEC standards, the AOC is classified as a e Measures must be taken to prevent future contamination occurrences.
s L. | ; d inated sedi Class B/C stream. Upstream of the AOC is Class D. . . e .
3 Quiality in the pal practices and contaminated sediments. e ANYS DEC study indicated that no parameters e A dynamic water quality monltorlng and protection program must be
= Creek gb’tr}gw?n%%%%r&d to conduct a storm water exceeded water quality standards in the water column. i f?gg;ggi%%;t;? Sggsrii)rgitgﬁzgs must be implemented
m .
'8 The Wesgf_r?] I\(Ijeyv ;((%Ig Stormwater Coalition
Quality of was established In - e Runoff from a storm event could affect water quality in ; P ; ; ;
,:(2 Stormwater The City of Lockport has made progress elimi- the creek. F Egrl;tr;]neﬁerpsombgglgg I%fl tsitaoureréﬂwater discharges for physical and chemical
= ina th nating Z0 of 32 Combined Sewer Overflows. e The City of Lockport is currently investigating their — e An overall assessment of the effects of stormwater and wastewater
Entering the Funding has been secured to implement several remaining 12 Combined Sewer Overflows to ascertain : : :
< gila p : : ; discharge on Eighteenmile Creek may need to be pursued
Creek water qufahty fe'@tﬁd BﬁSt Mana e(rjnent Prac- the percentage of flow during a rain event, if any. :
tices on farms within the watershed.
A sediment investigation was completed down- : :
Stroam of the Flantiote plant site. g o Sed;men%s in the AOC excefd dNYS Séta”d?rdé fora e Funding for a full scale sediment investigation, assessing sources of con-
o sampling was conducted in the creek and the variety of contaminants, including PCBSs, lead, etc. tamination, extent of contamination and options for removal must be
o Contaminated Barge Canal to further assess the levels of Contaminated sediments behind the Burt Dam & secured.
Z | sedimentsin th PCBs and other contaminants present remnants of the Newfane Dam, within the NY'S Barge e Utilize the USEPA’s Legacy Act to remediate the present contamination
3 ediments in the ; e < Canal, and in the area of the Flintkote Plant Site, affect ! L ! X y
> Creek A supplemental investigation of Flintkote, Up- the health of the AOC. e Complete the supplemental investigation of the Flintkote site, Upson Park,
< Sﬁ%ger%g(ér\évihslts%;lrggalsgc? ;tdartlggé?nd United A scope of work has been completed that aims to UnLted Paperboard, ?nd Wh'te T_r anspor(;atlog. identified
> ' assess creek sediments from Stone Road to Burt Dam. *  Unknown sources of contamination need to be identified.
> - - ——
4 . . 1 site currently under a FUSRAP investigation. v oF ] ] : ; ; ; ;
— | Spills, Discharges : P e 5 remaining sites still have the potential to negatively e Completion of stormwater outfall mapping and sampling project.
o |°P -narg Several potential sources of contamination have| affect the AOC. {&=) |+ Complete the remediation of all Inactive Hazardous Waste Sites in the
z & Leaching of (S50, [t 1] e (g7 et Lo geetit e  Unknown Non-point source discharges have a negative watershed.
Contaminants ﬁagvgé%ﬁ%%(\j/gl%ssg deHUta“t generator database|  jmpact on the creek. o Establish an illicit discharge detection program for all priority outfalls..
Restoration of 100% of funds secured for a wetland and e Existing habitat influenced by restricted flow over the i ocg’g?,ﬂﬁﬁ’it?eﬁaﬁgr'QF?JC??}E"}Z‘gtff;ﬁ{)aﬁ'ﬁ’n%g&#gg & define additional
T | Fish & Wildlife Isrg])_r?ng%Tzhgg%at RO o hBAua;t)IrDi?ymdf habitat protected by steep banks in the ﬂ » Develop the protocol by which to monitor the success of the restoration.
(.__L) Habitat Baseline habitat characterization completed. AOC. e Protect existing critical in-stream and riparian habitat within the AOC.
> - ; is identifi i A results of fish and wildlife population stud
. o e 100,000+ fish stocked by NYS DEC in 2006. [* The AOC’ is identified as a known |0C&t|0[] of the ® 55?55 } ! pop Y.
% Flsh & Wlldllfe Funding has been acquir)gd for a fish & wildlife Blanding’s Turtle, a NYS threatened species and a e An invasive species management plan based on Integrated Pest
< Diversity & populatgl]on e federal species of concern. & Management (IPM) is required to address overall restoration of the AOC.
= Populations Angler survey completed in 2006 by USACE. ng:leoggclgy?ﬁlc\j/grm%gaggi%egelrghablt the AOC, but e Continue with creating and enhancing AOC habitat.
O . i i . . . y . o A study assessing contaminant levels in birds and wildlife is needed.
C Funding has been acquired for a fish contam Fish consumption advisories exist for the AOC and the
= Contaminant Llellig) s HlRgs 15 = > Fis sLmpt Hllselles (@ elr e A food web study assessing contaminant trends is required in the AOC.
m Levels in Eish & nant study to be completed in 2007. watershed above the Burt Dam. <:> Y T e e
®

. &| theCreek & creek by creating a fisherman access wall. e The AOC is accessible for anglers, canoe launching, downstream and upstream of Fisherman’s Park.
{0 T| Adjacent Areas The creek is recognized as a great place to visit and general recreation activities. : e Coordinate with the Greenway Commission to discuss options for the
g - by canoeing and recreational groups. e Olcott Harbor is accessible for fishing and recreation. Eighteenmile Creek watershed.
8o O : 8 oS F - 8 Establish annual AOC clean sweep days for Fishermen’s Park, properties
o> . The Soil & Water Assessment Tool (SWAT) |e  Various debris including, litter, logs, and other i adjacent to the creek and all publig ST i e Prop
> 0| Aesthetics of the model has been developed to address non-point floatables are conveyed over the Burt Dam. : e ”
15 : At . L e Educate and encourage recreational users of the creek to “Pitch-In" and
=0 Creek & source pollution through proper land use e A Iargt;e major|t¥ of the flow in the creek originates promote a healthy ecosystem
90 - planning. from the City of Lockport Waste Water Treatment <:> e Work with land t ’ denh i e
Z 0 Adjacent Irln%r%vements to |t:.i5hefmgﬂ'5 Park Eave in- Plant. adjparcemlto t?\g cc:\évenlfrs o0 preserve and enhance existing riparian areas
ipari cluded a conservation seeding over barren ar- i i i 4 . : . o
B Riparian Areas ealé and a genergﬁ cllean-up |0 thg AOC. i &Zegg\évqgrflwt%v;rg%eg%ﬁ%%l rFSOI'CeS @ poiition o O %ontlnuedhstgrm water education and outreach to various communities in
' the watershed.
S ;Ii-gﬁ B%ggr?é?r%gus%%yurseﬂlfﬁl }j/\s/%eglﬁ)%%sr?rga- e The RAP is being included with ongoing watershed e Annual status reports for the RAP and occasional updates should be
1O RAP additional years of AOC oversight. TEMEQRMEnt P, &) completed. . L :
- m| Management Various grants are continually being applied for|° AOC Report Cards are being issued annually. e Additional grants funds should be applied for and acquired, including
g rzn and acquired to progress initiatives of the RAP. [* A State of the Basin Report is being complied for 2007. the U.S. EPA Legacy Act.
o The Remedial Advisory Committee continues [*  The RAC is comprised of a diverse group of original e The RAC should implement written Rules, Guidelines & Participant
TRENDS GRADING N RAC to assist in identifying and updating priorities members and representatives from newer interests. Responsibilities.
> for Remedial Action Plan implementation ~ fs  The RAC meets quarterly to discuss various initiatives <:> e Develop de-listing criteria and targets for all impaired beneficial uses by
> Management activities and advise with social and economic of the RAP and to explore new opPortunities in December 31, 2008.
Conditions | . impacts of RAP implementation. assisting with delisting the Area of Concern. o Continued assessment of the Beneficial Use Impairments is paramount.
onditions Improving Excellent m Public An angler survey was completed in the AOC [»  The creek is home to numerous tours and classes led o Increased media attention regarding the state of our natural resources.
Good Z which assessed angler awareness of a fish con- by various entities, including the U.S. Army Corps g q .
<==> Conditions Unchanged 00 m<| Awareness/ sumption advisory and the economic value of 0¥Engineers. . ﬁgg‘fggmefgi'gnal Sampaign SP%UAFHC%q;mgg%eagog\ﬁgfa‘l’}’w;?g&% gg‘?\ﬂtgﬁ_
Fair 8 2| Appreciation of EPP? |23(;]85r.y|§ - R o ]pesp(;t_e t?.et?i h IIqevezlso%foPCBls and othﬁzr contﬁminants ageméntFI)DIan. y gthep gstag
ﬂ Conditions Worsening :: 0_?r g % the Creek 5080+ stake%%%tersér reached the hands o a?]l;']ﬁaﬂ& Ish flesh, 12,000 anglers use the cree e Keep stakeholders informed about progress with the RAP and the AOC.
ailure
3 m . The Marsh Monitoring Program attracted 50+ |e  There is a limited amount of A)artici ation from the e  Establish a stewardship campaian that engages stakeholders with activities
O Z| Environmental individuals interested In Eighteenmile Creek public with regards to RAP/AOC planning. o AOC. Cloan B g e g h
Z5 : R X . including ean Sweep Days, education days and outreach events.
Stewardshi NIp e Town of Newfane hosts an annual Environmental Fair ; ; ;
P P An AOC Clean Sweep is scheduled for 2007. which educates children about water protection. *  Partner with sportsmen clubs and residents to promote stewardship.




WHAT IS THE EIGHTEENMILE CREEK AREA OF CONCERN (AOC) ?

In 1994, local, state and federal officials identified a section of Eighteenmile Creek as one of 43 “Areas of Concern” (AOC) in
the Great Lakes Basin. Eighteenmile Creek received this designation because of poor water quality and contaminated sedi-
ments present throughout the watershed. Eighteenmile Creek’s long history of use by major industries in the area, especially
near the City of Lockport and Town of Newfane, has played a large role in the present condition of the creek.

WHAT IS THE EIGHTEENMILE CREEK REMEDIAL ACTION PLAN (RAP) ?

A RAP is an integrated, whole ecosystem approach to remediating impaired water bodies. The RAP first identifies use impair-
ments, their causes, and contaminant sources, using existing studies and data. Next, existing cleanup and regulatory programs
which apply to the water body are identified. A coordinated cleanup strategy is then developed to eliminate the use impair-
ments. The NYS Department of Environmental Conservation produced the Stage 1/2 RAP in 1997 in an effort to restore the
integrity of the creek’s ecosystem.

WHAT IS THE EIGHTEENMILE CREEK REMEDIAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE (RAC) ?

The Eighteenmile Creek RAC is comprised of a group of local, state and federal stakeholders, representing industries, organi-
zations and local communities with a vested interest in the health of Eighteenmile Creek. The RAC is responsible for imple-
menting the RAP, monitoring restoration efforts, and assessing ongoing needs and conditions. After a brief hiatus, the RAC re-
is currently making progress in moving the RAP forward.

Hartland

Royalton

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE
EIGHTEENMILE CREEK AOC
OR ITS REMEDIAL ACTION PLAN
Contact:
Niagara County Soil & Water Conservation District
U.S.D.A. Service Center
4487 Lake Avenue
Lockport, NY 14094
Phone: (716) 434-4949
Fax: (716) 434-4985
Website: WWW.NIAGARASWCD.COM
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This Report Card was produced by the Niagara County Soil & Water Conservation District under a grant awarded by the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

WWW.EIGHTEENMILERAP.COM
WWW.EPA.GOV
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