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Eighteen Mile Creek cleanup approved
STORM DAMAGE: Creek left a mess after July's deluge.

This is your last free article for this month.
by Benjamin Joe ben.joe@lockportjournal.com

Sep 1, 2021 Support local journalism by subscribing today.

Standing water surrounds the Lockport Waste Water Treatment Plant as the Tuesday's flooding receded on Wednesday. Eighteen Mile Creek overflowed its banks and water rushed downhill, flooded the
plant at the corner of West Jackson Street and Plank Road.
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The section of Eighteen Mile Creek from Davison to Remick Parkway is to be cleared out of debris by the end of October said Fifth Ward Alderman Rick Abbott.

The section of the creek was severely hit by the heavy rains in July, causing damage to many residents’ homes where it crossed over city lines, as well as to the golf
course in the Town of Lockport.

“That part of the creek has not be cleaned out between 40 and 50 years,” Abbott said. “It still drains, but not as well as it should.”

Abbott said that Mike Marino, a consultant engineer for the city with Nussbaumer & Clark, reached out to different companies that had done work with the city
before. He came back with a quote for a 10-day project at $6,000 a day.

Because the cost is over $35,000, the resolution to clean the debris is contingent upon a bidding process which is to begin immediately and the best offer will be
taken probably at the end of September, Abbott said.

“It could be less (than $60,000),” Abbott said. “But we got the worst case scenario.”
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The resolution reads that no offer over the $60,000 benchmark will be accepted.

Abbott also noted that the soil in the creek was tested in 2018 for possible chemical contamination, most likely from the run-off of fertilizers as no industry is upriver
of the section. The tests came back negative.

“It needed work for a long time,” Abbott said. “We thought we would need permits from the Army Corps of Engineers and the DEC (Department of Environmental
Conservation), but the study the DEC recently came out with said that no permit is needed to begin work.”
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